1696-1702] CARHEIL TO CALLIERES 225

nations up here. Nothing would remain to be done
but to settle the boundaries of our Commerce and of
That of the misissipy, so that one might not clash
with the other. The Iroquois has been Spared in
the present war solely on account of the trade of
Catarakouy; and the trade of Cataracouy was only
for Those who Preserved That fort and That enemy.
Whence comes the Iroquois’s Beaver but from the
country up here, which he usurps from our savages, to
whom all The Beavers belong? Should we lose the Iro-
quois’s Beavers by his destruction? Would they not
revert to our savages, and from them to the Colony?

But, after all, if it be impossible to establish the
Trade of our savages at montreal,—and Conse-
quently to retain the young frenchmen with their
families, that they may Devote themselves to labor;
if it be necessary, of absolute and insuperable neces-
sity, that They should come up here to Trade with
our savages,— you ask on That supposition, which I
would wish to Be false, what would be best: to
restore the 25 Permits without any posts, or to
Establish posts without the 25 Permits. I frankly
admit that I am very much embarrassed to answer
you because I Know not very well to what kind of
posts you are pleased to refer. Are they posts solely
of Traders, without garrisons and without Comman-
dants; or posts that would be occupied at the same
time by persons employed in Trading, and by
Commandants with their garrisons, who would watch
over their safety? You express your opinion on that
point. You Consider tkat it would be necessary to
Restore the 25 Permits, for three men only to each
Canoe; that private individuals should, previous to
their departure, make a declaration of What they



